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foxes are territorial animals, mostly living in family groups of a pair and their cubs. They
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Bottlenose Dolphin

Intelligent and graceful, with a short beak, bottle-nosed dolphins can be spotted along
parts of the Scottish, Welsh and Cornish coasts, surfacing to breathe and jumping out
of the water. They generally live in family groups in pods, and communicate by squeaks
and whistles as well as body language, such as Slapping their tails on the water.
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branches, clinging on, often upside down, with its powerful toes. It nests in a tree cavity,
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Water Vole

Found across Britain, this large semi-aquatic vole, with a rounded muzzle, lives in a
strip of land alongside slow-flowing, well-vegetated rivers and lakes, burrowing into
the riverbank above and below the waterline. Skin flaps help keep its ears watertight
whilst swimming. It is rather short-sighted and relies more on its sense of hearing.
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on warm days and also in a variety of other habitats. Most red admirals migrate to
» 1718 19 20 21 22 % 27 28 29 30 31 the UK from North Africa and Europe, arriving in spring and laying eggs that hatch
s Y 25 20 27 28 29 30 31 from July onwards. Some adults manage to survive the winter by hibernating here.
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Osprey

This large brown and white bird of prey is a UK summer visitor, breeding at sites in
Scotland and northern England. Thanks to a reintroduction programme, ospreys now
also breed in England and Wales. Ospreys feed on fish, catching them by diving towards
lakes and lochs, stretching out their talons and scooping them out of the water easily.
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Scottish Wildcat

Britain's only wild species of cat, resembling a large tabby cat, with long, thick fur,
a powerful body and a blunt, bushy tail marked with black rings, the wildcat is
found in Scotland on remote hills, moors and in forestry plantations. Rather timid, it
usually hunts alone or in a pair at dawn or dusk, resting up during the day in a den.
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Stoat

Along, slender mustelid, with short legs, an orange-brown back, a creamy white throat
and belly, and a black-tipped tail, the stoat is larger than the weasel, with a distinctive
bounding gait. It often runs about in zigzag moves in Search of prey. In winter in
northern areas, its fur turns white, known as ermine, for camouflage in the snow.
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Mute Swan
Britain's most common swan, with an orange bill and snow-white plumage, is mostly
silent, although it will hiss aggressively if disturbed. Its long, curved neck is used to

search for underwater plants. Males and females mate for life and often entwine their
graceful necks in courtship rituals. Young cygnets are often carried on the mother's back.





